THE  HEIGHT  OF  POWER

consulting the map which still showed the dis-
position of the troops at Marengo, sleeping in
houses which had served as the headquarters of
his namesake. The war was popular in France,
and in the role of liberator he did not offend Eng-
lish susceptibilities; Greville indeed declared :
" There is no denying that the Emperor Napoleon
has played a magnificent part, and whatever we
may think of his conduct and the springs of his
actions, he appears before the world as a very
great character/5 He had vowed to free Italy
"from the Alps to the Adriatic." For all the
above reasons it bewilders the student as much as
it staggered and infuriated the Emperor's ally
to find him suddenly, on the morrow of his
enemy's defeat at Solferino, offering terms to
Francis Joseph. Without consulting or even in-
forming Victor Emmanuel, Napoleon despatched
an envoy post-haste to the Austrian Emperor at
Verona to demand an interview. On the nth
of July they met at Villafranca and rapidly came
to terms, whereby Lombardy was annexed to
Piedmont but Venetia remained under Austrian
sovereignty. By this act, Napoleon transformed
the gratitude of the baulked Italians into rage
and left Europe equally amazed at the swiftness of
his victories and the suddenness of his volte-face.

Obscure indeed is the explanation of his con-
duct.   Admirers have claimed that his natural